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Bedford Road student to attend Canada Youth Summit
A commitment to environmental and sustainability issues by students who are part of the International Baccalaureate
(IB) Programme at Bedford Road Collegiate has resulted in representation on a national stage.
Student Abdullah Qureshi will attend the first-ever Canada Youth Summit being held May 2-3 in Ottawa. The
conference will bring together 300 youth to share experiences, learn from each other, and engage on the issues most
important to them.
“The conference is an opportunity for youth’s voice to be heard by discussing policies to help inform the government
of what youth want,” Qureshi said. “The prime minister is expected to be in attendance, along with the 300-plus youth
who will all be shining light on the policies and expectations the youth have about Canada moving forward.”
Beginning last November, the IB students at Bedford Road partnered with the YMCA Community Action Network
(YCAN), a national program that aims to engage young people to get involved in their local community by
implementing a youth-led service project that address specific needs in their community.
The students engaged in community assessments and planning to develop a project that would address issues
surrounding the environment. The project included environmentally friendly workshops, a pilot composting program
within the school, and a school-wide litter cleanup of the surrounding community to show that the students of
Bedford Road are environmentally conscious neighbours.
In March, four Bedford Road students, including Qureshi, participated in the YCAN national conference. The event was
an opportunity to meet peers, discuss and learn about local/national initiatives and gain a new perspective to bring
back to their home community.
The IB program, which is offered at both Bedford Road and Aden Bowman collegiates, is for Grade 11 and 12 students
who are academically motivated and desire a rigorous curriculum often as a preparation for post-secondary study. The
IB philosophy promotes the development of a well-rounded, service-oriented citizen of the world and the program is
committed to service, youth development, experiential learning, and social responsibility.
Saskatoon Public Schools is the largest school division in the province. We operate 49 elementary schools, 10
secondary schools, two associate schools and one alliance school. We serve more than 25,000 students and employ
approximately 2,500 professional and support staff. Learn more at www.saskatoonpublicschools.ca.
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